Cancer and the Chili Fire Department


There is credible scientific evidence that firefighters develop certain cancers in higher percentages than the general public.
The IAFF LODD statistics show that by the age of 60, twice as many firefighters die from cancer than cardiac arrest.  
Some of the most common cancers found in firefighters and their respective incidence compared to the general population are:

· Testicular



102%

· Multiple myeloma


52%

· Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma

51%
· Skin




39%

· Brain




32%

· Prostate



28%

· Colon




21%

· Leukemia



14%

Action Items:

Track fire calls and the time members spend in the IDLH.  For anyone to receive assistance when cancer is diagnosed they will need to have a record of being in the IDLH atmosphere.

Provide all interior members with two hoods. 
Research how all interior firefighters can be provided with 2 complete sets of bunker gear. 

Explore how to test the membership for cancer during physicals.  
Research how to have all our members receive annual physicals.

Teach all members how to do De-Con on themselves and other firefighters at the scene.

Establish an SOG stating all firefighters must wear their complete SCBA during all firefighting operations in the IDLH atmosphere and during cleanup if in the same area.

Have all firefighters returning from a fire where they were in the IDLH atmosphere store 
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